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From the Director... 

Dear Friends and Supporters,

We hope you have had a wonderful year 
so far and have enjoyed the summer 
months in health and happiness.

2011 has been a busy year for the Galilee Foundation 
and we are pleased to follow the excellent progress 
of our scholarship students. Now in its fourth year 
of work, the Foundation has made major strides in 
securing its place as a solid institution dedicated to the 
betterment and the empowerment of Arab Palestinian 
citizens of Israel. This is entirely thanks to the many 
kind donations from our wonderful supporters, and we 
would like to thank you wholeheartedly for all that your 
generosity has made possible.

Through our scholarship programme we have been 
successful in supporting another 100 students in the 
academic year of 2010-2011 and we aim to make 
this one of the permanent programmes of the Galilee 
Foundation. Thanks again to your support we were 
also able to help several sectors of the Palestinian 
community in Israel, such as the farming community, 
essential research and cultural events. 

We are delighted this year to have received a 
contribution from the Qatar Foundation to support 50 
students through higher education over the next 3 
years. We are immensely grateful to the Foundation for 
their support and hope this partnership will continue for 
many years to come.

However, with the beginning of a new academic year 
upon us, we are keen to continue helping young Arab 
Palestinians achieve their potential through education 
and to create new opportunities. As with all of our 
work, this is only possible through the generosity of 
our supporters. We hope that you will continue to work 
together with us to change lives and provide a better 
future for a new generation of young people.

Thank you again.

Sawsan Asfari, Director

Background
As many of you will know, discrimination is rife within 
Israel’s education system, with the curriculum in Israeli 
schools frequently ignoring Arab history and culture 
in favour of Jewish norms and traditions, with even 
such devastating events as the Nakba often omitted 
from classroom teaching. Arab Palestinian schools are 
commonly hugely understaffed and underfunded, and 
the percentage of Palestinian students graduating with 
a high school diploma is far lower than among students 
from Jewish backgrounds. Combining this with the low 
socio-economic status of many Arab Palestinian families 
and widespread discrimination in allocation of scholarship 
funding, Arab Palestinian students are hugely disadvantaged 
in higher education, resulting in a catastrophic cycle of 
unemployment and inequality.

The Galilee Foundation’s 
vision is to contribute 
to breaking this cycle, 
and we believe access 
to education is the key 
to making this vision a 
reality. Our scholarships 
programme is therefore 
one of our proudest 
achievements and this year we are, as ever, delighted to 
see our students excelling in their courses and gaining 
valuable life skills through voluntary work which is additional 
to their academic courses. Thanks entirely to your kind 
donations, more than 300 young people have been 
supported through programmes in universities across Israel 
and abroad since 2007. Our project partner the Arab Cultural 
Association (ACA) in Nazareth has also worked hard to 
enrich their learning with a lively programme of educational 
and cultural events, enabling students to gain a deeper 
understanding of their cultural identity and heritage.

Student volunteers
We also aim for the benefits of our scholarship 
programme to be as far-reaching as possible, and require 
all our students to undertake voluntary placements to help 
their local community. Students also volunteer within their 
universities, organising events promoting Arab culture 

Education is a better safeguard of 
liberty than a standing army  
 
– Edward Everett
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and commemorating 
historical events. 
In June, students 
met with ACA CEO 
Dr Rawda Attalla to 
provide feedback on 
their year, and were 
immensely positive 
about the programme 
and activities. All said they were pleased to learn about 
their rights as citizens and many commented on how their 
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Shatha Elias, from Kufur Yasif, 
near Akka, Galilee
4th year Medical student at Teknion 
in Haifa

“I really want to thank you for giving 
me the opportunity to be part of this 

programme and get a scholarship for my fourth year. This 
has been a support for me and my family, including my four 
brothers and sister. You are supporting me both financially 
and personally, and I have gained a lot of knowledge and 
skills to be a better person and a better contributor to my 
society here. Palestinian students in Israeli universities do 
not usually have the chance to get scholarships so I really 
want to thank you for being there for us. Thank you!”

Caesar Hakim, from Haifa
Ph.D candidate in Psychology at Haifa University 

“I am honored to be one of the recipients of the Galilee Foundation Scholarship from The Arab Cultural 
Association. Thanks to your generous support. I‘m a Ph.D candidate in psychology at university of Haifa 
at this stage of my life. My undergraduate experience as a freshman and through my career as a clinical 
psychologist  were full of obstacles as an Arab Citizen trying to find financial support to my studies and to 

build a stable identity confronting a life of a  less privileged community. This experience has not only offered solutions for 
financial and academic challenges, but it has more importantly made me realize the value of a college education.

“The volunteering in my community as a recipient of the scholarship made me feel proud of being part of a community 
trying to enhance its opportunities in academy and life in general. I hope to be able to serve more as a clinical psychologist 
and a researcher in the future, where I might have more ability to help those less fortunate of my community.”

volunteer work had enabled them to grow in confidence 
as individuals, teaching them the value of being active and 
involved in their community. We are thrilled that many 
students plan to continue their volunteer work even after 
graduating. 

Many of our scholarship students have sent their own 
messages to thank the Galilee Foundation for supporting 
them through their studies. This support could only have 
continued through the generosity of our donors, so we 
would like to share these messages with you...

Suher Assad, 
from Iksal, Nazareth
4th year Law student at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem

“Being in this enriching programme 
helped me a lot with my studying and 

helped me with my financial difficulties. I want to thank 
the Galilee Foundation for this opportunity.”

Mtanes Shihadeh, from Isfiyeh near Haifa, 
PhD Political Science student at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

“I would like to thank your organization 
for your generous support. The Galilee 
Foundation Scholarship allowed me 

to invest more time in my doctoral studies in Political 
Science at Hebrew University (Jerusalem).  My research 
is on the effects of globalization on political culture and 
voting patterns amongst Jewish citizens in Israel.

Besides my studies, I work part-time to support my 
family.  

Again, I want to thank you for supporting my academic 
endeavors.”

Heba Bawardeh, from Nazareth 
Environmental Sciences and Biology at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

“[The scholarship has] helped me beyond 
money. It helped me to learn more, to 
understand more, and to continue my 

studies without any financial problems. I’m so happy to 
have joined!”

Messages from Galilee Foundation students: 



ACA summer camp for Galilee Foundation scholars
This summer, Galilee Foundation funding also allowed 
the ACA to organise a six-day summer camp for many 
of our scholarship students. The camp, entitled “This is 
my Homeland”, gave students the opportunity to explore 
aspects of Arab Palestinian history, identity, language and 
culture not commonly taught in Israeli schools.

Events like this one allow the students not only to grow in 
their academic and vocational knowledge but also to develop 
their own cultural understanding of what it means to be 
an Arab Palestinian citizen of Israel. With so much of Arab 
Palestinian culture under threat in Israel, these programmes 
are desperately needed. We are proud that your support 
enables Palestinian history and traditions to be kept alive.
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For more information please contact
Sarah Bradley at:

The Galilee Foundation
33a Islington Park Street
London N1 1QB
Phone: +44 (0)20 7 226 0880
info@galileefoundation.org.uk
Or visit the Galilee Foundation website: 
www.galileefoundation.org.uk
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And finally...

Your support has made these achievements possible. On behalf of all involved 
in the Galilee Foundation, the ACA, Mada al Carmel and, most importantly, our 
students, we would like to thank you once again for your goodwill. We hope 
you will feel moved to continue your support this academic year, enabling yet 
more young Arab Palestinians to achieve their potential, keep their culture 
alive, and play an active role in their society.

Together we can help break this cycle of inequality.

The Galilee Foundation is a non-profit organisation established 
in 2007 and registered as a charity in the United Kingdom. The 
Galilee Foundation provides higher education opportunities to 
young Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel to help them reach their 
full potential, break the cycle of poverty and marginalisation and 
make them active and positive members of their communities. 

Galilee Foundation Trustees: Sawsan Asfari, Marwan Bishara, 
David Freeman, David Wolton, Leila Garadaghi, Basel Ghattas, 
Dina Bseisu

Other activities
Mada al Carmel: We have continued support for Mada 
al Carmel, the Arab Centre for Applied Social Research 
based in Haifa. Mada’s work on civil society in Israel 
provides essential records of the unjust treatment of 
Arab Palestinian citizens and their research covers vital 
topics such as education, housing and discrimination 
against Palestinians in many walks of life. We are, as 
ever, extremely grateful to all our donors for enabling this 
support to continue.

We are particularly excited to support Mada’s first 
Palestinian PhD student conference, held in August this 
year with Palestinian doctoral students from universities 
around the world. Discussions covered topics such as 
domestic violence, Bedouin land ownership in the Nakab 
(Negev) and political activism among Arab Palestinian 

women. Dr Ahmad Jamal, head of the conference’s 
academic committee, proudly noted that the conference is 
“the very first of its kind to provide an opportunity for the 
new generation of Palestinian scholars to meet and present 
their original research”. Mada al Carmel’s assistant director, 
Ms Einas Haj, expressed her utmost gratitude to the 
Galilee Foundation, saying the conference “would not have 
become possible without your generous support”. Mada 
hope that next year’s conference will take place in Europe, 
to give the opportunity to those Palestinian scholars who for 
political reasons were unable to attend this year.


